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SUBJECT: BOKASSA’S REACTION TO UNFAVORABLE FRENCH PRESS 

IN NATIONWIDE RADIO-TV SPEECH EVENING MAY 10, PRESIDENT 
BOKASSA DENOUNCED THE UNFAVORABLE ARTICLES RECENTLY PUBLISHED 
ABOUT HIM AND OTHER AFRICAN CHIEFS OF STATE IN THE FRENCH PRESS. 
HE ATTRIBUTES THE SOURCE OF THE ARTICLES ABOUT HIM TO THE LOCAL 
AFP, FRENCH CONSULATE GENERAL AND FRENCH EMBASSY IN 
BANGUI. HE WENT ON TO ACCUSE THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT OF ORGA- 
NIZING COUPS D'ETAT AGAINST HIM AND ACCUSED THEM OF ATTEMPTING 
TO UNDERMINE THE MORALE OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC. 
PRESIDENT BOKASSA ALSO ATTEMPTED TO JUSTIFY HIS GRANTING OF A 
URANIUM CONCESSION TO THE SWISS BY STATING THAT THE FRENCH 
TRIED TO BLACKMAIL HIM. 

2. THE SPEECH WAS FOLLOWED BY A SERIES OF DECREES. THE FIRST 
ONE NATION ALZF.D AFP OFFICE, THE SECOND ESTABLISHED 
L'AGENCE CENTRAFRICAIN DE PRESSE UNDER THE MINISTRY OF 
INFORMATION. THE THIRD ABOLISHED THE FRENCH CONSULATE 
GENERAL IN THE CAR AND A FOURTH DECREE REVOKED THE DECREE 
APPOINTING HENRI KOBA AS DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY 
OF INFORMATION. 
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3. COMMENTS: THIS ACTION FOLLOWS THE PUBLICATION OF SEVERAL 
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UNFAVORABLE ARTICLES ABOUT BOKASSA IN THE WESTERN PRESS 
BEGINNING WITH "TIME" MAGAZINE IN MARCH. THE APRIL 
ARTICLE IN "LE CRAPOUILLOT" IS APPARENTLY THE ONE THAT BROKE 
THE CAMEL'S BACK. KOBA TOLD ME ON MAY 1 THAT BOKASSA 
BLAMED HIM FOR THE TIME MAGAZINE ARTICLE AND THAT HE WAS IN 
HOT WATER THEN. 
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